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Detasseling: What to Expect 
 

On Your First Day. 

 
Like many, this may be your first job. Perhaps you feel nervous and do not know what to 

expect. Or maybe, you’ve just never worked in this type of job before. So, we wanted to give 

you just a bit of information to help you out on the first day. 

 

What to Expect:  
 
Your job at MSF is to detassel seed corn, to create a hybrid corn. Each corn stalk has a tassel 
and each tassel has pollen in it. You may hear us refer to the different rows as “male and 
female rows”. We will be walking through the corn rows, getting rid of the tassel on one plant 
(the female) and letting the other plant (the male) do the pollinating. It is crucial to the success 
of the plant that you only do the job as you are shown. 
 
You will be assigned to a group, and each group will be assigned a crew leader. Your crew 

leader may be your peer but they have worked in the past and shown ability to be a leader. 

There is also a field manager, whom oversees everyone.  

 

We work six days a week, rain or shine, hot or cold! You will get one 30 minute unpaid lunch 

break, in addition to two 15 minute breaks. Brief water breaks will be provided throughout the 

day (more frequently on hot days!). Dress in layers and check the weather! Rest rooms, first aid 

kits, and other necessities are provided on the bus.  

 

What to Bring: 

• Lunch! Packed in a cooler/insulated lunch pail preferably. 

• Extra drinks: We provide water onsite, but you are welcome to bring other options with 

you. The best choice is sports drinks, as it will re-fuel you on a hot day.  

• A backpack or sling bag: You do not have to carry one, but we require two hands free at 

all times.  

• Sunscreen & Bug Spray. 

• Any medications that you may need (such as EpiPen’s!). 

• Attire: 

o Closed toed shoes: This is a requirement.  Old tennis shoes, rain boots, or work 

boots are recommended as the fields can be very muddy. 
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o Dress in layers! Long sleeved shirts will help protect you from corn rash (a slight 

reaction most people have from the texture of the leaves rubbing on your skin. 

Daily showers with moisturizing soaps will help).  

o Rain Gear: Even if it’s not raining! The corn is often heavy with due in the 

mornings. 

o Hat, sunglasses, face protection, work gloves: These is not required, but 

encouraged.  

 

 

Where to Go: 

 

• Employees meet at the farm office. 

• Work starts at 8:00 am sharp. We recommend getting here about 15 minutes early. 

• Checking in: On the first day, crews will be announced before we head to the field. After 

the first day, it is your responsibility to check in with your crew leader at the beginning 

of the day and after lunch.  

• If we are at a field that is within reasonable driving distance, we will return to the farm 

for lunch. We do have fields that are 12-25 miles away. If we are traveling to those 

fields, you will be notified to take your lunch with you.  

• For any employee who arrives late or departs early, rides must meet at the farm. No 

drop off or pick-ups in the field.  

 

On the first day, you will be sent home with a packet of information & tax documents. 

Instructions will be provided in the packet. If further help is needed, please ask! For all minors, 

a parents signatures on the rules & technology release form are required.  

 

While this is not a complete list (see our rules of employment for more information), we hope 

that it helps you prepare for your first day at Moore Seed Farm. We are certainly looking 

forward to having you! 

 

 

 

-The Moore Family 


